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At the same time Sambhaji had not been idle. After
the fall of Bijapur he had obtained a great accession of
valuable troops. Aurangzib received coldly the Maratha
leaders in the Bijapur service. On the other |hand, the
Daphles, the Manes, the Ghatges, the Nimbalkars, who had
loyally stood by the falling dynasty had no wish to serve
under the treacherous and bigoted emperor. They there-
fore brought to the Maratha king their skill and experience
and their considerable feudal contingents. His army thus
reinforced, Sambhaji swept through the Bijapur provinces
south of Panhala, and before the end of 1687 had reduced
a hundred and twenty strong places and important towns.
Nor did Keshav Pingle long remain mutinous. Ashamed
at Harji Mahadik's easy success, and fearing the just
reprimand of hia indignant master, he took Santaji with
him into the conquered seaboard. They occupied it with
their troops and enabled Harji Mahadik to recall his
garrison to Jinji.

Thus at the end of 1687 Aurangzib realised that his
gigantic efforts to subdue Bijapur and Golconda had added
to Sambhaji's possessions, provinces as large as he had;
added to his own. Losing "for once his self-control, the''
emperor vowed in a passion that he would not return to
Delhi until he had seen Sambhaji's bleeding head weltering1
at his feet^. Nor was he long content with mere threats
of vengeance. In February 1688 twelve thousand Moghul
horse and a large number of local lovioR under Mahomed
Sidik entered the Carnatic sea-board to drive out the
Marathas. On their approach the Marathas retired from
Oanjeveram to a line of forts on both sides of the Palar
river and the Moghuls occupied Punamali and Wandewash.
The Moghul commander deemed it useless to besiege the
Maratha strongholds, On the other hand, the Maratha
commanders feared a pitched battle with the victorious
Moghul cavalry. So both armies avoided each other and
contented themselves with ravaging the countryside and
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